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FINANCE
Ninety African Ingtitutions Share US$14 million Grant
Several non-governmental organizations remain in business, thanks to the
Ford Foundation.
Development Quotation
The African lions are coming.

GOVERNANCE

Poll Shows Nigerians Rgject Sharia law

Thefirst real poll of Nigerians' reaction to state-introduced sharia
law shows general disapproval.

HEALTH
A World Without Polio

An Indian woman recalls her experience with the oral polio vaccine.

International Organization to Deal with Malariain the Niger Delta

Medecins Sans Frontiere takes on a major killer in the Niger Delta.

RESEARCH

UN Urges Developing Nationsto Study Starch Properties
The Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO) encourages African
nationsto enter into the global starch market.

WOMEN

The Girl Who Made Her Dream Come True

Sarah achieves her ambition despite the loss of one leg in a car accident.
UNESCO Urges Women to Make the Newson March 8"
An initiative for a global women’s news day.

Rwandan Women Share Male Partnersto Rebuild Families
Genocide drives desperate Rwandan women to share partners.

Environment

AGRICULTURE

Monkeysare Farmers Friends

For free, the colobus monkey can make a coconut farmer rich.

Cloud Harvesting Brings Rélief to Drought-Stricken Village
A village has found a way of trapping clouds for its domestic water needs.
Swazi Chickens Face Extinction

Swaziland’ s indigenous domestic birds may be extinct due to poor
livestock management.

DESERTIFICATION
Tradition Helps Stem Desertification
Traditional wisdom may hold the key to reversing desertification in Africa.

DISASTERS

World Bank Equips Poor Countriesto Cope with Disasters
An international partnership seeksto reduce human and

economic loss from natural disasters.
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FORESTS

Once We Logged, Now We Conserve the Forest

A community that once depended solely on logging now adjusts to the new
realities of forest conservation.

UNHCR Intensifies Environment Campaign

The rehabilitation of the environment of refugee host communities
beginsin northern Uganda.

A New Global Policy On Forestsin The Making

The United Nations' new forest policy is ready to be unveiled.

Children’s Section
A Central African Story About the First Zebra
How Zebra came about its peculiar stripes.
Porcupine' s Children
Spiky Porcupine can’t seem to keep his children out of trouble.
Do Chameeons Give Birth by Committing Suicide?
Chameleons are hardly ever seen any more because people misunder stand
and kill them.
Why Do Cockroaches Exist since They Don’t Help in Any Way?
Flies and cockroaches are more useful than you’ d believed.
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News

Ninety African Ingtitutions Share US$14 million Grant 1min. 49secs.
Nearly 90 African non-governmenta organizations (NGOs), governments and semi-autonomous governmental
bodies received US$14 million in grants from the Ford Foundation in the firgt haf of lagt year. All the grants
were made in the foundation’ s three programme aress namdy, Assat Building and Community Development,
Peace and Socid Justice and Education, Knowledge and Religion.

The grants made between February 1t and May 31t 1999, range from US$30,000 to US$1,000,000, and run
from three months to about three years. The beneficiaries are from 14 countries in al the four geographica
regionsof the continent, namely: Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Senegd, SerraLeone,
South Africa, Tanzania, Tunisa, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

Among the beneficiaries are research indtitutes, universities, nature conservation projects, waste disposal and
neighborhood improvement programmes, the mediaand thestre groups, NGOsworking on AIDS, reproductive
hedlth and gender issues, community forestry programmes and human rights advocacy. Othersinclude centres
for democracy, rule of law, peace and security, child abuse and other forms of socid violence.

Minority, socid, economic and culturd rights, capacity building, affirmative action and Internet literacy programmes
are aso addressed by the grants.

The target areas are chosen to reinforce the Ford Foundation’s image of a resource for innovative people and
ingtitutions worldwide, with the god to strengthen democratic values, reduce poverty and injustice, promote
internationa cooperation and advance human achievement.

Ford Foundation Report.

World Bank Equips Poor Countriesto Copewith Disasters 58secs.
TheWorld Bank and aninternationa codition of governments havelaunched aglobd initigtiveto help developing
countries cope with the consequences of naturd disasters. Membership of theinternational partnership, caled
ProVention Consortium, aso includes internationa organizations, private insurance companies, universties,
and non-governmental organizations.

According to the World Bank, natural disasters killed more than 50,000 people and destroyed US$65 billion
worth of property and infrastructure in 1998 done. Nearly al of the deaths occurred in developing countries,
wheretheworld’ spoorest peopleare most affected. And the disasters often hit the same countries successively.

ProVention Consortium aims a equipping developing countries with the means to better cope with naturd
disasters such as earthquakes, hurricanes, and floods and reduce the loss of life and destruction they cause.
Addis Tribune/ africanews.org

UN Urges Developing Nationsto Study Starch Properties 1min. 51secs.

The United Nations Food and Agriculturd Organization (FAO) has urged research inditutes in developing
countries to look into the various properties of starch in an effort to help developing countries compete more
effectivdy in world starch markets.

“ Accessto moreinformation about starch propertieswill help peoplein developing countries sell their products
and compete in world starch markets,” said Morton Satin, Chief of FAO's Agro-Industries and Post-Harvest
Management Services recently.

Starches are found in most crops including wheet, corn, rice, potatoes, cassavas and sago palm. Food uses of
gtarch include baking, cerealsand snacks, soups and sauces, frozen foods, naturd flavors, beverage emulsfiers,
powdered non-dairy creamers, confections and dairy products. Non-food usesfor starchesinclude adhesives,
explosives, paper industry, condruction industry, metas, textiles, cosmetic and pharmaceuticas and mining.
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Currently, most of the research on tropica starches is done by corporations in the developed world. “This
pattern must change if there is to be any hope of building a sgnificant presence in world starch markets from
developing countries,” Satin said.

The FAO began studying the functiond properties of starch a year ago and is now working with research
inditutesin Italy and Thailand on theissue. In future, the Organization will support further work on the physicd,
chemica and taste properties of starches.

Satin pointed out that starch, like many other tropica, subsistence crops, has not benefited from the degree of
research required to ensure commercia competitiveness on an internationa scae.
FAO

Monkeysare Farmers Friends Imin. 16secs.
A monkey may be a nuisance when it gets into your orchard or banana plantation, but recent research shows
that they can grow the income of a coconut farmer by eating immature nuts.

The research which focused on the red colobus monkey speciesin the east African Idand province of Zanzibar,
was done by Kirgen Sex and Thomas Struhsaker of Duke University in Durham, North Carolina. They
discovered that the monkeys are as choosy of coconuts as are the idanders.

“Since colobus prefer immature nuts, they are actualy acting as unpaid pruners, increasing the crop on trees
from which they feed,” according to Siex and Struhsaker.

They found that the coconut palms from which the monkeystook sx immeature nutsamonth yielded an average
monthly harvest of 13 coconuts. Similar trees from which they took ten immeature nutsamonth yielded 17. This
Isawin-win stuation said Sex and Struhsaker.

“The farmers should be thanking the monkeys, not persecuting them,” they said.
The Economist.

Swazi Chickens Face Extinction 1Imin.19secs.
Swaziland' s two indigenous chicken breeds are on the verge of extinction. The breeds - the bare-necked and
the short-legged chicken have now become very rare. Government officials believe that they may have been
lost for good.

The country’s Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister, Roy Fanourakis, has blamed their extinction on lack of
initiatives for growing the poultry sector, poor farm animal resources and ad-hoc management services which
are uncoordinated and lack focus.

Meanwhile, three international organizations - the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Food
and Agricultural Organization (FAO), and the Southern African Development Council (SADC) - have launched
aproject to harness the farm animal's genetic resources as an approach to addressing the poor performance of
the livestock sector of Swaziland' s economy.

Fanourakis is hopeful for the UN approach. “I have dl the confidence and trust in the Structures we have
established to carry us forward to attainment of effective management of our anima genetic resources for
sugtainable agricultura production leading to improved food for society,” he said.

PANA

UNESCO Urges Women to Make the Newson March 8" 1min. 37secs.
An gpped has gone to dl media organizations worldwide to give women journdists the pilot’ s seet in deciding
andproducingthreed taid catet o the r rewspaper sandbr cadcast sonMadn8 t, thelnternationa Women's

Day.
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Koichiro Matsuura, the Director-Generd of the United Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organisation
(UNESCO), made the apped early in February calling on al news media executivesto make March 8" aday
to remember by seeing to it that women make the news.

“If journdigts, the media and the organizations that represent them come together to make this initiative a
success, then for the firg time in history a day’s news output in both print and broadcasting throughout the
world, will fal under the editorid responshility of women,” she said.

“Through this focus on equa opportunities in the media, UNESCO wants to emphasize that the free and
abundant flow of independent information is best ensured if dl talented journdists have an equd chance of
becoming editors and media executives, purdy on the bass of their professond ability, without regard to
gender, ethnic origin, religion or any other unconnected factor.”

Recognizing that some media organizations aready have top femade executives, UNESCO leavesit up to each
mediato decide how best to implement the initiative.
UNESCO

I nter national Organization to Deal with Malariain the Niger Delta 1min. 17secs.
After two missions to assess the medica needs of the Niger Delta area, Nigeria's most conflict prone region,
the award winning international humanitarian ad organisation, Medecins Sans Frontiere (M SF), hasdecided to
st up amdariaintervention programme there,

Themedicad assessment missions ascertained that the diseaseisthe number one cause of mortdity and morbidity
for the 100,000 people in this ail-rich, watery environment.

The programmeisto bebased in Y enegoa, capita of Baye sa State, with aninitid staff of five expatriate and 30
Nigerian medica personnel. Mobile unitswould beintroduced to ensure broad coverage of the entire population
of the ddta

In addition to afever and mdariatrestment programme, an information and prevention programme would aso
be set up.

Medecins Sans Frontiere has been in Nigeria ance 1996 following its intervention in a large-scde meningitis
epidemic in the north. In subsequent interventions the organization has dedt with other mgor killer epidemics
like cholera, yellow fever and meades.

Medecins Sans Frontiere.

UNHCR Intensfies Environment Campaign 1min. 16secs.
TheUnited NationsHigh Commissoner for Refugees (UNHCR) hasintengfied itscampaign againg environmenta
degradation in the refugee camps in northern Uganda.

Speaking at a recent workshop in Kampaa, Uganda, Adera Tsegaye, UNHCR deputy representative, said
that the UN agency had received US$42 million from the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation (BMZ)
to restore the degraded environment and minimize the impact of refugees at the host didtricts of northern
Uganda. “This will be addressed through a series of measures, including forest activities, supply procedures,
soil and water conservation and environmenta awareness programmes for both refugees and neighbouring
communities” Tsegaye sad.

This new BMZ funding is not the firgt for the region. A BMZ-funded environment project had run in northern
Uganda from 1996 to 1999. Tsegaye said that the new project would be extended to help more environment
management programmes in various refugee host areas, in addition to the well known host didtricts of Arua,
Koboko, Adjumani and Moyo, which gill have some forests I eft in them.

New Vision/Aficanews-on-line.




Vol Il No. 15
March, 2000 CHANGE Radio

Cloud Harvesting Brings Relief to Drought-Stricken Village 2mins. 56secs.
Cdeta Chungungo, amountain village in one of the driest regions of Chile in South America have found away
to save their village from drought by harvesting clouds.

Cdetawas drying up and emptying out until a codition of Chilean environmentalist, Canadian researchers and
international funding agencies decided to make use of the town's most vauable asset: Chamanchaca, a low-
lying cloud that passes over the place dmost every night.

Catching a cloud might seem as tricky as trying to bottle a rainbow. But the residents of Caleta have found a
way of doing it. They are able to wring water from an otherwise stingy sky by trapping it in nets. They have 86
“nets’ which areactudly nylon-mesh-covered panelsroughly thesize of advertising billboards- onamountainsde
in order to tap Chamanchaca asit passes.

Droplets of water from the cloud condensed on the mesh - which provides alarge surface areafor them to do
0. When they are big enough, they fal through the holes and are channeled into reservoirs, where the accumul ated
fluid is filtered and chlorinated before consumption. On a good day, a single pand can capture 700 litres of
weter.

Unlike its neighbours in the surrounding valleys, Cdeta gets little relief from nearby rivers. Even worse, the
villageliesinthe path wherethelocd rainfal isbeow 700mm ayear. Asaresult Cdeta s 350 villagers have had
torely on truckloads of water from el sawhereto keep them going. Thiswater comes at too high apricefor most
of the farmers who are trying to eke out aliving from the place.

However, the cloud capture system now provides around 300,000 litres a month, equivalent to roughly 30
lorries worth. At one dollar for 300 litres, the cloud water is one-fifth of the cost of buying weter in lorries.

This easy and affordable source of water has helped to stem the flow of farmers from Caeta, according to
Benjamin Quijandria, a Lain America specidid a the International Fund for Agricultura Development in
Rome, which helped to finance the project. Commercia farmersin nearby villages have Started to take interest
in the project. They are considering expanding the project in order to reduce the high cost of irrigating their
farms.

The Economist.

Features

Poll Shows Nigerians Regject Sharia 3mins. 18secs.
Recent poll results by RMS Media, a Gallup Internationa &ffiliate, show that Nigerians are opposed to Sate
imposed sharia law such as was introduced in Zamfara State, northwestern Nigeria in November 1999. The
oppogtion is strongest aong ethnic and geographica lines, and more in the Chrigtian south of the country. A
Szegble opposition was aso found in the north, among both Christiansand Mudims. But not enough to deter its
introduction in at least eight more northern states by smple mgority approva in those states.

Sampling more than 5,000 respondents from al the states of the federation, except Zamfara, RMS Media
found that about half of Nigerians disapproved of the introduction of Shariain Zamfara State while one third
approved. More southerners disapproved, with nearly tota disapproval in Lagos, followed closday by the East
and West. The survey couldn’'t be donein Zamfara State because it was consdered to be unsafefor field work.

Onein three northerners disapproved. Ancther one-tenth of them remained neutrd. Thisis much morethan had
been anticipated, given the claim of near total support for it, by the Zamfara and Niger State administrations
which have introduced the Modem theocratic law.
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Although nationd disapprova of state-imposed shariais high, the survey showed that there is enough support
for it in at least seven northern states - mostly to the northeast and northwest. However Niger State shows 31
percent rejection, Kadunashows 58 rgection. Thedigpprova rating for Bauchi, Adamawa, Gombe, Nassarawa,
Taraba, Plateau and Kogi States range from 34 percent to 75 percent.

The survey dso showsthat two of every three personsin Nigeria, hdf of the respondents from the north, and
one in three northern Mudims would have preferred tha the federd government took a stronger position
agang Zamfara senactment of Sharia. Presdent Olusegun Obasanjo’ stended to vacillate between denouncement
and indulgence.

“Thislack indecisive action wasfor al practica purposestaken as encouragement for other statesto debate on
the introduction of sharia,” the survey dates.

“Theclam of the executive governor of Niger Stateto have acted according to the demands of the overwhelming
mgority of his people can be clearly refuted,” the survey dates. It adds that: “it is equaly sdf-evident that
Sharialaw would be against the will of people in Kaduna State where the idea has been serioudy proposed.”

The survey shows that thereis equdly a strong rgjection of state introduction of the Christian equivaent, or the
establishment of a Chrigian State. But more Mudims are prepared to accept a Christian theocratic Sate than
vice versa

RMS

Rwandan Women Share Male Partnersto Rebuild Families 3mins. 20secs.
Unable to find husbands Rwanda women who lost their children and husbands during the genocide that swept
through the country in 1994 are sharing men in a bid to rebuild their families. This has crested a scare among
hedlth workers who report that an increasing number of people are becoming infected with AIDS asaresult of
this practice.

Josephine Nyinawankus lost her husband and four of her five children during the genocide. Sheis so desperate
to replace her logt family, she saysthat she's prepared to risk her life to do so.

“Lifein Rwanda without a husband or children isnot alife,” she says. “Husbands are very scarce these days,
but at least | can ill have children,” she says.

Todo this she'll haveto share sexud partners with other women like her. So many men were killed during the
genocide, or later imprisoned for their part init. And there is very little hope of awoman in her pogtion finding
ahusband. But by deciding to share sex partners with other women, Nyinawankus puts hersdf at great risk of
contracting the AIDS virus.

“I' know about AIDS, but afamily is moreimportant,” she says.

The practice of sharing men, known as ‘kwinjira has become widespread in rurd areas of Rwanda snce the
genocide. Itisworsein central Rwandathat witnessed some of the worst excesses of the 1994 genocide when
as many as 800,000 people died. In some parts of the district, males make up a mere 20 percent of the
population.

Rwanda dready facesared danger with the AIDS virus. About 11 percent of the population are estimated to
beHIV - postive. Hedth officid s dready refer to AIDS as Rwanda s new genocide.” Dr. |ldephonse Kamdli,
who worksin the Kabgayi hospitd outsde Gitaramatown, says that as many as 50 percent of the AIDS tests
he adminigters are turning up pogtive.

The director of the Nationad AIDS Control Programme, Innocent Ntaganira, said that AIDS patients take up
60 percent of hospital beds and more than 200,000 Rwandans - 50,000 of them children - have died of the
disease.
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Urging restraint on the people who have survived the worgt ethnic extermination snce World War 11 isdifficult,
says Ntanganira. “ Survivors of the genocide have become hedonistic. Why should they fear the disease that
might kill themin 10 years time? In the case of women, if AIDS istherisk they haveto takein order to rebuild
their families, then that isarisk they are prepared to take.”

Deseretnews.com

A New Global Policy On Forestsin The Making 3mins. 7secs.
Concern for forests and their links to globa economic well-being have taken centre stage in recent policy
documents of both the United States of America (USA) and the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP).

The LhitedNatias' | it ergovermentd For umonForest s (1 AD) netinNewYor kf romJanuary 31 s to February
11t to discuss internationd arrangements to manage and protect al types of the world's forests. And in the
USA, forest issuesmedetheir way into Presdent Bill Clinton’ s 2001 budget submission. Known ashis* Greening
the Globe” initiative, Clinton’s new proposa will re-introduce the * debt-for-nature-swap’ - apractice whereby
debtor nations are forgiven certain financia debts if they agree to plow back an equivaent amount of money
into nature conservation.

The Intergovernmental Forest Forum was the fourth and the last of its sort. Its find recommendations will be
submitted to the April sesson of the UN Commission on Sustainable Development for action.

The forum discussed ingtitutiond and legd steps towards protection for al forest types. It dso examined the
underlying causes of deforestation and forest degradation; forest conservation and protected areas; the needs
and requirements of countries with low forest cover; forest assessment, forest bio-diversity and watershed
forests, forest fires, soil and water conservation; and trade, transfer of technologies and financia resources.

“Deforestation continuesin devel oping countries, mainly driven by the demand for wood products and the need
for land for agricultureand other purposes,” sated UNEP sgtate of the environment report, * Globa Environment
Outlook 2000'. “Some 65 million hectares of forestswere lost between 1990 and 1995, out of atota of 3,500
million hectares. The qudity of the remaining forest isthreatened by arange of pressures, including acidification,
fuel-wood and water abstraction, and fire.”

Mr. Klaus Toepfer, Executive Director of UNEP, presented a policy paper at the forum urging participants to
condder forests as ecosystems that provide arange of economic, industrid, culturd and socid benefits, aswdll
as environmenta benefits and services.

“The consarvation of forests and the protection of our environment are closdly linked with efforts a achieving
socid equity and economic growth...\We must cut the vicious cycle of poverty, drought, energy deficiency and
deforestation.”

Mr. Toepfer added that the new UNEP forest policy framework would put into practice a practica approach
to policy implementation, make its contribution to internationd efforts to manage ecosystems and improve
coordinaion among internationa organi zations and agreements.

UNEP
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A World Without Polio 4mins. 31secs.
{Asthe world focuses on Africa and Asia in the final push against poliomyelitis, an Indian Journalist paralyzed after
receiving oral polio vaccine tells her story but says that the vaccine and mass immunization are most effective against
polio}

It was the sixth day of a meek October morning in 1967. | wore my frill frock and white laced shoes and
walked with my grandfather to receive thetriple polio vaccine. Littledid | know, as| sang and gamboled on the
way, thet it was the last time | would be walking on my two feet.

| returned complaining of painin my legs and then high fever gripped my tiny body. That night isforever vividly
imprinted on my mind. My grandmother had to carry meto the toilet. My left leg collgpsed and | couldn’t stland
as | screamed with acute pain.

In the days that followed, many more children like me began pouring into the hospital in Jaipur, capitd of the
western Indian State of Rgjasthan. It was two weeks before the outbreak was diagnosed as poliomyditis. My
third birthday was only a month away and | had been crippled for lifel It was 1967. The mass epidemics of
polio that had gripped mostly the industrialized countriesfor about two decades from the 1940s to the 1960s -
crippling thousands of children each year - were being brought under control with the introduction of effective
Vaccines.

Dr. Jonas Salk of the USA discovered the Inactivated Polio Vaccine, IPV, in 1955. Itisa‘killer polio virusthat
had to beinjected. Salk’sriva, Dr. Albert Sabin, introduced the Ord Polio Vaccine, OPV, in 1961. The OPV
is composed of live palio virus that has been made inactive.

In India, the OPV was imported from Russia. But the cold storage facilities needed to maintain the potency of
the OPV were poor in India. And unlike today, there were no Vaccine Via Monitors (VVM) to help monitor
whether vaccine ddiveries had been exposed to heat.

Some claimed that the vaccine that was administered to me, and my fellow sufferersin Rgjasthan had aready
expired. Otherssaid it had been left exposed to the sun at the airport. Thisargument was later dismissed onthe
grounds that the vaccine loses its potency when exposed to heat, so it does neither harm nor good.

Awareness about polio in the 1960s in India was S0 low that no action was taken and the incident - so life
shattering for children like me - faded into oblivion. The Indian hedth authoritiesclassfied it asapolio epidemic
that had affected the children involved before the vaccine was administered.

One in three million doses of OPV can result in vaccine asociated paralyss. But, however tragic for the
individuas, therisksof contracting polio from vaccinaion isfar outwe ghed by the bendfits of preventing thousands
of new polio cases every year. The World Hedlth Organization has opted for OPV for its ambitious Globa
Polio Eradication Initigtive as it interrupts transmission much more effectively than IPV. More than one hillion
doses of OPV are administered each year worldwide.

Asl writethis now, 31 yearslater, thereisno cure for polio. But there is prevention againg poliomyelitisand a
worldwide campaign to eradicate the disease by the end of thisyear.

Today, polio, dso known as infantile paralyss has been eradicated from large parts of the world. The only
remaining reservoirs of virus transmisson are in sub-Saharan Africaand South Asa
Neena Bhandari/ Moving Pictures Catal ogue.

Tradition Helps Stem Desertification 4mins. 22secs.

A survey has been done to document traditiona methods of natural resource management used by farmersand
pastordigtsliving in the desert margins of sub-Saharan Africa. The survey was meant to enhance food security
and reduce poverty by promoting innovative dry-land management research.
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Conducted by the Desaert Margins Program of the Consultative Group on Internationa Agricultural Research
(CGIAR) the survey documented extant traditiona wisdom that enhance conservation, but so found that the
wisdom of desert communitiesis fast disgppearing.

“Therulesand sysemsthat once hel ped the resilient people of the desart marginsto livein harmony with nature
in afragile ecosystem are increasingly being violated, not deliberatdly, but because of lack of dternatives” the
survey concluded. The Desert Margins Program was launched to preserve this wisdom.

Desart communities in Kenya and Burkina Faso were among those surveyed and documented.

The Turkanacommunity in northwestern Kenyaseverdly punishes anyonewho cutsatreefrom Moru Anayeche,
the sacred forest that isbelieved to be their place of origin. The community aso protects forests associated with
the spirits of the dead and has age-old rules that help to preserve plants and trees found near river banks and
houses. Elders own the forests, but forest preservation is the responsbility of the entire community.

Smilarly, in Burkina Faso, some desert communities plant trees such as Acacia albida on their farms because
they observed that the presence of such trees helped to increase crop yields. They dso encourage the plowing
of crop residues. The communities do not alow certain plant species - such as Panicum lactum (wild fonio)
and Cenchrus bilflorus (known locally as cram-cram) to be used for firewood, because their grains are eaten
during the dry, “hungry season” when there are no more household stocks of millet and sorghum.

Until recently, the Sahdlian pagtordist and livestock followed therains north during therainy season and retrested
to greener pasturesin the south during the dry season. Cropswere planted, but fieldsweredlowed to liefalow
to regenerate the soil. But now with the growing populations there are no longer any vast range-lands, nor is
there enough farmland to leave in falow.

The desert communities have therefore been forced to abandon their nomadic lifestyle for asedentary one, and
have had to resort to over-cultivation, overgrazing, and deforestation in order to survive in these stark regions.

“The ddicate baance of life in the desert margins is sngpping everywhere, bringing in its wake desertification
and the specter of famine, the loss and degradation of human life and the environment,” the survey stated.

These problems were exacerbated when a long drought gripped the African continent from 1968 to 1973.
Cultivated lands turned into deserts and thousands of people and cattle died of Sarvation. Leading scientists
and policy-makersfirmly believed - and continueto believe - that if natural resources are sustainably managed,
land degradation can be hated and the devastating effect of drought can be mitigated.

The search for away to do thisled to the creation of the Desert Margins Programme with the endorsement of
a consortium of organizations. These include the World Bank, the Eco-Regiond Fund, United States Agency
for International Development (USAID), the Globa Environmental Facility (GEF) and the Internationa
Development Research Centre (IDRC).

The program is now active in nine African countries namely: Botswana, Burkina Faso, Kenya, Mdi, Namibia,
Niger, Senegd, South Africa, and Zimbabwe.
CGIAR News.

Once We Logged, Now We Conserve the Forest 3mins. 58secs.
The route from the Redding airport to Hayfork a smdl town of 2,000 people, nestled in the Trinity Nationa
Forest in Cdifornia's northwest corner, winds around a greeny mountain pass. This is the road that Lynn
Jungwirth travels often, and in a sense it symbolizes her unique role. She has forged a highway that brings her
remote community’ s story to the outsde world and the outside world to her community.

10
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Federdly owned forests cover over 75 percent of land in Trinity County { the equivalent of alocal government
area}, and its villages are considered the most timber-dependent in Cdlifornia. In the debate over the future of
America s nationd forests, Jungwirth has emerged as a powerful voice for rurd communities that have long
relied on this resource and are now seeking arole in how the forests are managed.

Inthe 1980sand early 1990s, conflictsover useof U.S. nationd forestsintensified as environmentaists pressed
for more curbs on logging, and those who thought that their jobs were on the line fought back. More than 10
million people live in towns where forest-reated jobs are mgor sources of income.

While the issue is often defined as jobs versus the environment, Jungwirth, 51, who comes from a family of
loggers and sawmillers believes there is away to take better care of forests that also brings economic benefits
to loca towns. A growing number of activists around the U.S.A. have been testing ways to train displaced
loggers and sawmill workers for new jobs that restore and conserve the trees, streams and river banks that
sugtain a hedlthy forest ecosystem.

Thiswork is part of abroader movement, called community-based foredtry, that isinvolving local communities
in better forest management. For timber villageslike Hayfork that is struggling to survive, it represents abeacon
of hope.

In 1993, Jungwirth started the Watershed Research and Training Centre to try to make this new gpproach to
forest management work for her town. In 1996, as aresult of her work in Hayfork, shewasinvited to join the
planning board of the Seventh American Forest Congress, partly supported by the Ford Foundation.

“They were talking about a committee on research, one on policy, another on education,” Jungwirth recalls. “I
sad, ‘What about acommunities committee? Becauseit doesn't maiter what your policy isor your researchis
or you education programme isif you don't have the socid support to carry it out.”

Today, the Communities Committee, which shechairs, isanationa network of nearly 300 organizationsand the
main engine of the community forestry movement in the U.SA.

Forest officids from as far away as India, Mozambique and China have come to Hayfork to learn about the
centre’ swork and share ideas. Some of the centre’ sinnovative programmes are being tried in other villagesand
towns.

Jungwirth recognizes that community-based resource management must be combined with other activities so
towns like Hayfork can creaste amore diversified economic base crucia for their survival. On most days sheis
cautioudly optimistic. But she sees along road aheed.

Ford Foundation Report.

Children’s Section

A Central African Story About the First Zebra 4mins. 49secs.

In the beginning when dl was new on the Earth the animas were dl smilar, none having specid horns or
colourful coats. But in agreet cave close to the shores of the great lake were a multitude of horns of various
szes and shapes and coats of many types and colours.

All theanimasliving in the grassy plainswere soon called together and asked to go to the cave the next morning
and select the horns and coats they thought would best suit them. This caused a grest flurry of excitement and
anticipation, and al the animals were so eager to see what choices of coats and horns were available to them.
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All, that is, except for Zebra, whose only concern in life was food, in fact it was well known among the other
animastha Zebrawas aglutton. When al other animals moved off toward the lake &t first light, Zebradid not
jointhem. If he was going to take such along wak he was going to have agood breskfast of luscious grass and
he could not seewhy dl the other animaswere so carried away with theidea of horns and coats. Although the
other animals urged him to hurry aong to the cave, Zebramuttered that he would follow on in due course, when
he had finished his breskfast. This was done through a mouthful of grass, o the other animals left the ill-
mannered Zebrain disgust.

Severd hours later Zebra decided he had had hisfill, and dowly sauntered off towards the lake, following a
broad trail left by the other animals. As Zebra neared the lake, some of the animaswere returning to the plains
and Zebrawas amazed by their changein gppearance. Elephant had chosen arather drab gray coat, but set this
off with amagnificent pair of ivory tusks. Lion had chosen a deek dusty coat with arega mane of long black
hair. Sable had a glossy black coat and vicious sweeping curved horns.

One by one Zebra passed dl the animds in their brand-new finery. Findly, just as he was about to enter the
cave, Zebra passed Rhinoceros. Unfortunately Rhino is very near Sghted; he had chosen a coat severd sizes
too large and it looked rather baggy on him. Also he had chosen two horns that were not the same size and
stuck them on hisnose. All in dl, Rhino looked rather odd but he seemed very pleased with himself.

When Zebra went into the cave the only coat left was aboldly striped black-and-white one and he could find
no hornsa dl. After such along walk Zebrawas feding quite hungry again so he quickly tried on the remaining
coat. This strange black-and-white coat did fit very well and as his belly was rumbling he did not care that it
looked different; nor did he mind that no horns were left over for him. Meanwhile back on the plains, dl the
other animalswere admiring each other in their brand new finery. When Zebra got back to the plains heignored
al the others and just put his head down chomping away at his lunch. The other animas noticed the sartling
black-and-white coat and so they greeted Zebra with jeers and laughter.

“Look at the greedy Zebrain hisfunny new coat and without any horng” cried Duiker scornfully. Soon al the
other animals had taken up the chorus.

Zebradid not care. What did horns matter when dl that really counted was plenty of tender green grassto eat
whenever hewanted? To this day Zebrahas not needed any horns, but heisawaysfat and glossy in hispeculiar
black-and-white coat.

When Hippo Was Hairy

Do Chameleons Give Birth by Committing Suicide? 2mins. 11secs.
Thereisamythin East Africathat to give birth, achameeon climbs atree, then fallsout and bursts opento give
birth. Although thisis not true, the myth is very common. Why was the myth started in the first place? Could it
be the result of an accident? Maybe somebody once saw afemale chameeon fal out of atree, burst open and
release her babies.

How do chameleons give birth? Some species of chameleon give birth to live young in trees. Other specieslay
eggs in the ground where the heat and damp of the rainy season hel ps them to hatch.

Many people are afraid of chameeons and kill them. This could be because chameeons do strange things.
They can change colour whenever they want to; they can move both eyesin different directionsat the sametime
and they walk with an odd, dow, rocking movement. All these things frighten people. But they help to protect
chameleons from predators,; and help them to catch their insect food, too.

Chameleons can produce akae doscope of colours. They can change from brown to green, grey, pink, orange
or black. They can make these colours lighter or darker and may add stripes and spots for extra camouflage
whenther background changes. And becausethey do dl thesethings, some peopl e think that they are poisonous.
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But they are not.

Chame eons do not harm people. Contrary to what most peoplethink, you will not die or change colour if bitten
by a chamdeon. The animd actudly helps us by eating grasshoppers and other insects that our garden plants
and crops. These are very good reasons why we should let them live,

Chongololo

Why Do Cockroaches Exist since They Don’t Help in Any Way? 58secs.
Thisis avery good question and the answer has got to be that everything has a part to play in nature. Both
cockroaches and flies are part of nature swaste disposa system. In thewild they eat dead anima matter. Flies
aso drink nectar from flowers and fertilize them by passing pollen from one to ancther.

Many insects have found anew habitat, living with people. Hies and cockroacheslike to feed on human waste
and rubbish. Unfortunately, they sometimes carry germs from rubbish onto our food. These germs can make us
sck, so we should remember to cover our food and keep our homes and surroundings clean. If wedorthis, flies
and cockroaches will not trouble us much.

Chongololo

Development Quotation 30secs.

“ Southern Africa has more resources, minerds and energy potentia than South East Asa. Wherethelatter has
an advantage is in human resources. With South Africa now on the scene, we are now beginning to tackle our
weekness in human resources. | am convinced that by the middle of the 21 century, we could be talking about
Southern African lions up there dongsde the Adan tigers.”

Christon Tembo, Vice President of Zambia/ the Courier.

Porcupine' s Children 5mins. 43secs.
Porcupine was very fond of hislittle family of spiky baby porcupines and when he returned home one evening
to find them gone, hewasin despair. Anxioudy, he cast about for sgnsto tell him what had happened. The foot
prints which he found belonged to Goya, the wild cat. “Thet thief!” Porcupine was furious. “1 will catch him!”
and he tracked the spoor to the base of atal tree. Sure enough, he could hear his babies squeaking and crying
high up on the branches.

Just then, alittle old man came aong the track. He saw Porcuping s distress and asked what was the matter.
“My children have been stolen by Wild Cat and hidden up in thistree,” explained Porcupine sadly.

“Don’'t youworry,” said the old man. “1 will get them back for you.” He then set about chopping down thetree
until it crashed to the ground. Porcupine hurried to rescue his children, while Wild Ceat, who jumped out of the
tree asit fell, ran away into the bush, pursued by the little old man.

Bounding through thelong grass, Wild Cat bumped headlong into Hare and the two of them went sprawling into
athicket of reeds. The old man did not see their collison and ran on, thinking he was sill chasing Wild Cat.

“My, my, you are in a hurry,” gasped Hare, as he picked himself up from underneeth Wild Cat. “What's the
trouble?’

“That old man was chasing me because | stole Porcupines children,” Wild Cat explained.

“Never mind, Wild Cat,” said Hare. “Because you are my friend, | will help you.”

The following morning Hare sought out Porcupine and started conversation with him. “Greetings, Nhungu |
hear that your children were stolen yesterday. What you need is aredly safe place to put them. It so happens
that | have a secret hole which nobody e se knows about and | will hide your children thereif you like.”

“Thank you very much, Hare,” Porcupine was most grateful for this offer and felt much happier as he helped
cary hislittle family to the hole and deposit them safdy ingde. But, as he walked away in one direction and
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Hare in the other, he heard Hare cdling, “ Quickly, Wild Cat, come quickly!”

Poor Porcupine. Realizing that he had been tricked, he ran back to the hole, asfast as his short legs could carry
him and reaching it just before Wild Cat, flung himsdlf acrossthe entrance. Eventudly, Wild Cat redized that he
had been thwarted again and |eft Porcupine in peace.

Furious with Hare and thirsting for revenge, Porcupine gpproached Khda the lion. He explained what had
happened and asked for Lion's help to teach Hare a lesson he would never forget. Lion was pleased at a
chance to get his own back for severd grudges he had againgt Hare and promised his help willingly.

When he came face to face with Hare, he growled in his most threatening manner. What did | hear about you
and Porcupine' s children?’

Although Lion’s manner was terrifying, Hare did not panic. He backed dowly away step by step, explaining
ingratiatingly, “You must have been told alie - | was protecting Porcupines children by hiding them in avery
secret hole of mine. Come, let me show you the place, Lion.” Then he turned around and shot off into the bush.
With aroar, Lion was after him and Hare had to dive down his secret hole, to save his own skin.

As it happened, there was a thunderstorm brewing and Lion did not fancy getting wet. He plucked out his
whiskers and stuck them in the ground around the top of the hole, then sought shelter fromthecomingraininthe
thick bush. Hare saw the whiskers and thought Lion was waiting for him, so he sat there until the rain began to
fdl and little rivulets of water came running down into the hole, washing the whiskers down with them. When
Hare firgt saw the whiskers floating towards him, he screamed and shouted for help, thinking that Lion was
coming down to get him. One of the whiskers brushed his paw and he picked it up to look at it closdly. Then he
laughed.

These are old Grandad's whiskers - nothing to be afraid of!” So, Hare dropped the whisker in a puddle,
climbed out of the hole, and ran off home.
Shangani Folktales

The Girl Who Made Her Dream Come True 3mins. 45secs

{This is the true-life story of little Sarah Kellet triumphed over a devastating personal tragedy and still achieved a
childhood ambition.}

In May 1985, Sarah Doherty Kdlet climbed McKinley Mountain in Alaska, U.SA. But thisis not a run-of-
the-mill story of a determined person managing to scale a daunting mountain pesk.

Asachild Sarah wanted to become an athlete. She trained hard in swimming and cycling, and o loved the
beauty of mountains. Thenin 1973, at age 13, tragedy struck - she wasinvolved in an automobile accident that
amog killed her. Contrary to the predictions of the doctorsthat initially examined her, Sarah lived and worked
hard to regain her hedlth. Sarah began taking part in gports again and within one year shewas doing well enough
to participate in competitive sports, winning numerous sports competitions for the handicapped. Meanwhile,
her love for the mountains never dwindled.

Sengble and cautious, she started with easier mountains, while she developed her mountaineering skills. Asher
skills and experience grew o0 did her gods - she had eyes on Mt. McKinley, the highest pesk in North
America, towering to a height of 6,194 meters and with weether hafway up as cold as the North Pole.

Her chanceto climb Mt. McKinley camein 1985 when she was invited to join afour-person equipment testing
expedition. She had beeninvited dueto her determination and courage. Of course, Sarah had specid equipment
meade for her condition but imagine going down a snowy dope on crutches or swinging out away from and
plunging down on one foot! Now that takes courage.
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On April 29, 1985 the uplifting experience began. For Sarah her test came when she had to climb up a steep
icewdl of about 4,900 meters. Although not long for able-bodied people, it was too stegp for someone on
crutches. Still carrying her backpack, Sarah climbed on with the rest of the team. The team established a high
camp at 5,243 meters and had to stay there for three days when a severe storm broke.

On May 19", the sky cleared dightly and the team could continue. They stayed on schedule with Sarah doing
everything that therest of theteam did. The more than 12 hourslater, inthe Alaskan twilight after along grueling
climb, the team reached the summit. Sarah had attained her goa and also made her mark in mountaineering

higtory!

Just like Sarah, adolescent life may not dways run smoothly. We could decide to just go on fedling sorry for
ourselves and then taking the easy way out, enjoying the short-term benefits, or take apause and plan postively
for the future.

It might seem that the odds aren’t in your favour as ayoung person trying to make something work for yoursdlf,
but more often than nat, the truth isthat we constantly face great opportunities brilliantly disguised asimpossible
gtuations.

AHI/Growing Up.
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