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Development

MEDIA

Winners of EU Journalism Prize Announced 3mins. 19secs.
The International Federation of Journalists has announced the award

winners of the European Commission’s Lorenzo Natali Prize for Journalism.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Glabal Protection Needed for Human Rights 13mins.
According to the Human Rights Watch, the scope of today’ s global human

rights problems far exceeds the capacity of global institutions to address them

HEALTH
U.N. MarksWorld AIDS Day Amidst I ncreasing I nfection Rates 7mins.
Men must change their sexual behaviour if the world isto stop the spread

of the AIDSkiller pandemic, the United Nations has warned asit launched

World AIDSDay.

DeclaringWar on AIDSin Africa 8mins. 13secs.
The need to address the epidemic in a war-like fashion in the mobilization of

all key actors at national and international levelswas highlighted at the African

Development Forum 2000.

African LeadersRestate Their Commitment To TheWar Against AIDS 11mins.
African leaders commit to fighting HIV/AIDS at the 2nd African Development Forum
in Addis Ababa.

Environment

POLLUTION

Zimbabwe Clamps down on Pollution 4mins. 17secs.
Zimbabwe' s decision to penalise owners of polluting vehicles from January 2001

has met widespread approval.

Talks On Danger ous Chemicals Underway In South Africa 8mins.
The fifth UN treaty talks, which will provide an historic opportunity to ban or

severely restrict the production and use of chemicals directly toxic to humans,

held in Johannesburg in December.

CONSERVATION

World L oses Two Breeds of Domestic Animal Diversity Every Week 10mins.
According to the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation, the world |oses two

breeds of valuable domestic animal diversity every week.

Tragedy MarsHistoric Discovery 8mins.
Four-hundred million year-old coelacanth fish have been discovered off the

coast of & Lucia in South Africa’ s KwaZulu-Natal, but the discovery is marred

by the loss of lives.

CLIMATE

Deadlock at Climate Change Conference 6mins. 30secs.
The Climatic Change Talks at The Hague collapsed, after two weeks of intensive

negotiations, because ministers and diplomats failed to agree on how to make the

Kyoto Protocol operational.
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Point of View

DEMOCRACY AND GOOD GOVERNANCE

Africa’ s Thirst for Democracy

UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan gives his personal view on the

concept of democracy even as his country is undergoing a historic election
process.

Noted

HEALTH

Ebola VirusKills 160 in Uganda

The number of people infected with the deadly Ebola virus has reached 400,
with 160 of those victims dying from the highly contagious disease in Uganda.

WOMEN AND YOUTH

GirlsMoveto Stop Female Genital Mutilation

Two teenage Kenyan girls have obtained a court injunction restraining their
father fromforcing them to undergo for female genital mutilation

Bow You Must : Another Call To Action
The struggle for gender equity is highlighted in a book on the empower ment
of women written by AdaOker e Agbasimalo, titled “ Bow You Must”

Dateline

Call for nominations
The Global Health Council callsfor nominations for The Jonathan Mann Award
for Global Health and Human Rights.

SA to hold 2002 Earth Summit

The South African Department of Environmental Affairsand Tourism has
announced the sel ection of South Africa to host the United Nations General

Assembly on Environment and Sustainable Devel opment (UNCED)

Numbers

Breaking the Silence Around Violence Against Women
As the White ribbon day passes, some sobering statistics highlight the importance
of the of stopping violence against women.

Children’ s Section

What's So Funny, Ketu? A Neur Tale
The story of Ketu, a man with a big laughter inside him and how this got him
into trouble

Parting Shots

Some unforgettable quotes celebrating the past and present African experience
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Zimbabwe Clamps down on Pollution 4min. 17sec.
“Itisthemost wonderful piece of news| have heardin yearsof campaigning,” Emmanue Koro, aprominent
environment consultant, said of the Zimbabwe government’ sdecison to pendise ownersof polluting vehicles
from January 2001. He is part of a smal group of environmentdists who, after years of determined
campaigning, have forced the government to pay more attention to a problem the authorities had dways
congdered too foreign and remote to worry about.

Until a few years ago, Zimbabwe had no laws on environmenta protection, and even now these are
fragmented and scarcely enforceable because of the inherent contradictionsin their provisons. But for the
amdl army of environment campaigners, any step or move by the government in reducing environmenta
pollution and damage, such asthe new tax on vehicles, is an achievement worth holding abig party for to
celebrate. Finance Minister Simba Makoni introduced the tax in his November budget, a measure
campaigners expect to help reduce pollution, but most importantly, raise public avareness of the need to
keep the environment clean.

Thisis certanly a move in the right direction, athough the pendties in themsalves will not be enough to
deter people from destroying the environment wantonly, Koro, who consults for Africa Resources Trug,
said. “What we need is a broad-based approach that incorporates education and cultura perception of
environment issues. We need to anchor the whole concept of protection of the environment inthe everyday
lives of the people,” he said.

A recent United Nations study found air in Zimbabwe' s capital, Harare, too unsafe for humans to breeth,
and mainly attributed this to the fumes the city’ s estimated 400,000 cars emitted everyday. Environment
campagnerscite carsasthe country’ shiggest pollutants, followed dosdy by industrid wasteand emissions.

PanAfrican News Agency

Winners of EU Journalism Prize Announced

Thelnternationa Federation of Journdists has announced the award winners of the European Commisson's
Lorenzo Natai Prizefor Journalism. The Natai Prize, named after the late Commissioner for development
and campaigner of human rights causes, is avarded annually to journdists reporting on democracy and
human rights as vita aspects of development.

This year the two 10,000 Euro first prizes - one for journaists from the European Union, the other for
journaists from the South - are shared between four outstanding winners. The Developing World category
winners are Atiya Achak Ulwisut of Thailand's The Nation and Farish Razaek Haroon, fredancing for
Pakistan’s Dawn Magazine. Firgt prize in the European Union category goes to Marco Bello and Paolo
Moiolawriting for Italy’s Mondo e Missone and Astrid Prange, a fredlance contributor to the Deutsches
Allgemeines Sonntagsbl att.

“These pieces demondtrate that hard-edged and professond journdism plays avitd role in showing how
the well-meaning aspirations of human rights declarationstouch peoples’ lives” said Aidan White, Generd
Secretary of the IFJ, which organises the annua award. “The judges sfted through entries from human
rights and development reporters in 44 countries. Their overdl assessment is that media, particularly in
northern developed countries, must give greater prominence to this area of reporting.”

International Federation of Journalists

World Loses Two Breeds of Domestic Animal Diversity Every Week 10mins.
Theworld losestwo breeds of valuable domestic animal diversity every week, according to the UN Food
and Agriculture Organisation. “The trends for the African region are darming: The number of mammalian
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breeds at risk of extinction hasincreased from 8 to 19 percent since 1995, it said in newsrelease. “The
situation with bird breeds is even more serious with the tota percentage of breeds at risk of being lost
increasing from 20 percent in 1995 to 34 percent in 1999,” it added.

These findings are contained in the 3rd edition of the “World Waich List for Domestic Animal Diversity,”
which FAO co-published with the UN Environment Programme. Over the past decade, FAO has helped
collect datafrom some 170 countries on dmost 6,500 breeds of domesticated mammalsand birds, including
cattle, goats, sheep, buffao, yaks, pigs, horses, rabbits, chickens, turkeys, ducks, geese, pigeons, even
ogtriches. “In the past 100 years we have dready lost about 1,000 breeds. Our new findings show that
domestic anima breeds continue to be in danger, one third are currently at risk of being extinct,” Keith
Hammond, Senior Officer of FAO's Anima Genetic Resources Group, said.

The FAO Globa Databank for Farm Anima Genetic Resources contains information on 6,379 breeds of
30 mammalian and bird species. Population Size data is available for 4,183 breeds of which 740 breeds
are dready extinct and 1,335, or 32 percent, are classified at high risk of loss and are threstened by
extinction. According to Hammond, since 1995, the number of mammaian breedsat risk o f extinction has
risen from 23 percent to 35 percent, as countries have extended their surveys and updated their animal
genetic resources data. The Stuation with bird breeds is even more serious, with the tota percentage of
those at risk of being lost increasing from 51 percent in 1995 to 63 percent in 1999, “ Alarmingly, without
adequate action, alarge number of domestic animal breeds at risk of extinction (2,255 breeds) could be
logt within the next two decades,” Hammond said, adding that domestic animd diversity is unique and
cannot be replaced. “ Asmuch asnove biotechnology may atempt to improve breeds, it isnot possibleto
replace lost diversity. Loss of diversty isforever,” he added.

The greatest threat to domegtic anima diversity is the export of animals from developed to developing
countries, which leads to crosshreeding or even replacement of loca breeds, he said. While people in
developing countries till congder breeds from industrial ised countries as being more productive, the
release sad, “the problem, however, isthat these animas are mainly suited to the conditions of the country
they come from and they have difficulty coping with the often harsh environment of developing countries.
“We estimate that 4,000 of the world' sremaining breeds are dtill popular with farmers, but only about 400
arethe subject of breeding programmes- amogt dl of them in developed countries” Hammond said. “The
often difficult environmentsin devel oping countries, with very hot, dry and humid dlimates, require particular
types of animal genetic resources, that are adapted to them,” he added. In Sub-Saharan Africa, atotal of
738 breeds have been recorded, around 15 percent of which are at risk.

Panafrican News Agency

Deadlock at Climate Change Conference 6mins. 30secs.
The Climatic Change Taks convened a The Hague collgpsed, late November, after two weeksof intensve
negotiations, because ministersand diplomatsfailed to agree on how to makethe Kyoto Protocol operationd.
They dso failed to agree on how to strengthen financia and technical cooperation between devel oped and
developing countries on climate-friendly policies and technologies.

Describing his frugtration, Jan Pronk, the Conference Chairman and Environment Minister of The
Netherlands said “it is extremely disgppointing that politica |eaders were unable to work it out here and
findize guiddines for reducing greenhouse gas emissons, especialy when the public had such high
expectations,” Pronk said“| believethat the politica will to succeed istill dive, and | am confident that we
can regroup in the very near future and complete aded that leads to effective actions to control emissons
band protect the most vulnerable countries from the impacts of globa warming.”
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The conference made progress towards outlining apackage of financia support and technology transfer to
help developing countries contribute to globa action on climate change. But the key politica issues -
including aninternationa emissonstrading system, a“ clean devel opment mechanism”, therrulesfor counting
emissionsreductionsfrom carbon “sinks’ such asforests, and acompliance regime - could not be resolved
inthetime avallable.

“This conference highlights both the importance and the difficulty of making the transition to low-carbon
economies,” said the Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme. “It is better to suspend the
talksand resumelater to ensure that we find the right path forward rather than take ahasty step that moves
us in the wrong direction.” A compromise text tabled by Mr. Pronk will be forwarded as an input to a
resumed sixth sesson of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change. These talks could be held in late May in Bonn, the home of the climate change secretariat.

This Day

Talks On Dangerous Chemicals Underway In South Africa 8mins.
Thefifth UN treaty taks, whichwill provide an historic opportunity to ban or severely restrict the production
and use of chemicasdirectly toxic to humans, held in Johannesburg in December. Experts say negotiators
at the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) treaty session hopeto reach aded that aimsto eliminate 12 of
the most dangerous chemicasin the world. The meeting isdso to set the criteriafor diminating additiond
ones, and provide technica and financia assistance to developing nationsto help them move toward safer
dterndtives.

But the World Wide Fund for Nature said for the treaty to work, dimination, not management, of such
chemicals and dioxins must be a centra goa, combined with financid and technical help for developing
nations. “ Thisisachancefor negotiatorsto make astand againg toxic chemica contamination and complete
thefirs mgor environmentd treety of the new millennium,” said Clifton Curtis, Director of WWF sGloba
Toxic Chemicds nitiative.

POPs are chemica s that break down in the environment extremely dowly, travel thousands of milesin the
ar and water, and are extremely toxic to wildlife and humans. They are linked to birth defects, cancer and
developmenta problems. But a mgjor problem is that the pollutants are detected in the bodies of every
man, woman, child and anima on the plangt.

South Africa has identified a number of POPS dedtined for dimination. These include pesticides and
chemicassuch asddrin, diddrin, endrin, chlordane, hexacl orobenzene, mirex, toxaphene and heptachlor,
al of which have been de-registered. Besides, the adverse effects of POPs on hedth and the environment,
they aso impact on the economy and trade. The dimination of unintended by-productslike dioxins, furans
and PCBs, which are by-products released during many industrial processes, is high on the priority ligt.

The Globd Alliance for Incineration Alternatives (GAIA) believestha incineration must be phased out in
favour of a combination of dternatives including recycling, and the development of safer technologies to
ded with hazardous and medica waste. A globd dliance aimed at sopping the incineration of waste has
been launched in South Africa to coincide with the find intergovernmenta discusson. More than 70
grassrootsenvironmental and public hedth activistsfrom 23 countries have joined up to promote dternatives
to incineration in an attempt to protect the environment and public hedth.

Internationd environmenta groups protested at the opening of thetaks, calling for an effectiveinternationa
treety to eliminate some of the most dangerous toxic chemicals known to man.
allAfrica.com
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Global Protection Needed for Human Rights 13mins.
The scopeof today’ sgloba human rights problemsfar exceedsthe capacity of globd ingtitutionsto address
them, the Human Rights Watch has clamed. In its annud survey of human rights conditions around the
world, the organization cdled for a“reinforced globa architecture’ to meet these chalenges.

The Human Rights Watch World Report 2001, issued in advance of Human Rights Day on December 10,
describes human rights devel opments over the past year in 70 countries. It dso anayzes the internationd
community’s response to serious human rights abuse. Globa trade and investment should provide for
greater protection for human rights, the Human Rights Watch World Report says. The report further
arguesthat the United Nations needs more resourcesto help end armed conflictsand aid refugee problems.

The emerging system of internationd justice, including the internationd crimina court, should have more
robust support from dl countries, including the United States. “ The world doesn't have globa indtitutions
with the muscle to adequately address the most urgent human rights issues of our time,” said Kenneth
Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch. “We urgently need to remedy theseinditutiond failings.”
Among the crises addressed in the report are those of Russaand her conduct during itswar in Chechnya
with gross disregard for the suffering of the civilian population. Although the United Nations did censure
Russia, Moscow has largely escaped internationa pendties for its conduct in Chechnya.

Fresh atrocities continue in the nine-year civil war in Sierra Leone, despite the capture of a mgor rebel
leader there. Internationa efforts to establish a war crimes tribund in Sierra Leone are not proceeding
quickly enough. Themilitary in Colombiahastill not severed itslinkswith paramilitarieswho areresponsible
for grave human rights abuses. U.S. President Clinton’s waiver of the human rights conditions on “Plan
Colombia,” the massive U.S. aid package, is dmost certain to exacerbate the abuses.

The government of Indonesia has not caled to order militias in West Timor who were responsible for
scorched-earth tacticsin East Timor in 1999. Armed insurgenciesin Ambon and Aceh are testing civilian
control over the military. Isragl responded to Paedtinian demondrations protesting continued military
occupation of partsof the West Bank and Gazawith force that was frequently excessive and indiscriminate,
leading to many avilian casudties

Asthe fiftieth anniversary of the office of the United Nations High Commission for Refugees gpproaches
on December 14, some of the least developed countries in the world are bearing the brunt of caring for
refugees. Developed countries, which were respongible for establishing UNHCR in thefirst place, should
bear a greater burden financiadly and keep their own doors open to refugees.

Human Rights Watch said the globa economy had yiel ded undeniable wedth, opportunities, and jobs. But
Street protests over the past year in Sesttle, Prague, Washington, D.C., and elsewhere reflect widespread
popular concern over associated ills, such as an increase in the number of peopleliving in poverty and the
abuse of migrant workers. In the polarized debate over globaization, human rights offer an important and
promising framework to address many problems, such as the tendency of some governments and
corporations to compete by profiting from repression.

Within the workplace, respect for freedom of association should dlow workers to join together - in trade
unions should they choose - to improve wages and working conditions. Similarly, the prohibition against
discrimination should be used to help ensure that historicaly marginaized people enjoy the fruits of their
labor on the same terms as others.
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Onasocietd leve, respect for civil and palitical rights, including theright to elect on€ sgovernment, should
enablethedisadvantaged to have avoicein thedirection of their country’ ssocid and economic devel opmert,
including on such métters as increasing the minimum wage, protecting union activids from retdiation,
enforcing prohibitions on discrimination, regulating extraction industries, or ensuring that investments are
made with socid vaues in mind. This emphass on rights would not guarantee particular wage levels,
working conditions, or regulatory policies. Nor would it iminateinequditiesin bargaining power or eradicate
al forms of socid excluson. But rights guarantees would alow a vigorous civil society to meke its views
heard, and permit people from around the world to have a say in the pace and direction of globa
developments.

Human Rights Watch

Tragedy MarsHistoric Discovery 8mins.
Four-hundred million year-old coelacanth fish have been discovered off the coast of St Lucia in South
Africa s KwaZulu-Natd. The fish termed the dinosaur of the deep - because of its prehistoric features -
was thought to be extinct until the discovery of a dead fish in the net of afishing trawler off East London,
South Africa, in 1939. That find caused internationa headlines. Two scuba divers captured historic video
footage of sx codacanths - about two metreslong - at adepth of 115 metres near the popular resort.

Thedramatic discovery earlier thisweek was marred when one of thedivers, 34-year-old DennisHarding,
died whilefilming thefish. A second unnamed diver dso got into serious difficulties and had to be rescued.
Two years ago, another diver, Riaan Bouwer, died in the same area while searching for the fish.

South African coelacanth expert Dr Phil Heemstra who viewed the footage has verified that the fish are
codlacanths. In December last year, St Luciawas listed as South Africa sfirst World Heritage Ste and the
latest discovery isexpected to give it an enormous boost in tourism. The coel acanths, which have survived
for 30 million generdions, are the last example of the crossopterygians, whose fleshy limb-like fins were
the probable precursors of arms and legs.

It isthe end of the line that scientists believe gave rise to the firgt tetrgpods, or four-legged, land-dwelling
vertebrates. The discovery of the extraordinary fish in South African watersin 1939 was regarded asthe
marine equivadent of finding aliving dinosaur. South African scientist LB Smith, reacting to reportsthat the
fish had been spotted near the Indian Ocean Idands of Madagascar and the Comoros, posted notices
throughout the idands offering 100 pounds for a specimen. His efforts went unrewarded until 1952, when
a second coel acanth was caught off the Cormorian Idand of Anjouan.

The South African government lent Smith and histeam amilitary Dakotato fly to theidand and dam the
fish. Codlacanths were caught in increasng numbers until the 1980s, most were sent to museums and
aquariafor study. Scientistswere concerned that even in the race to get specimensfor research, they were
endangering the species. Until this week, no other codecanths have ever been found in South African
waters. There are 125 species of codacanth in the fossil record - but only one speciesisknown to remain
and it isin serious danger of becoming extinct.

Panafrican News Agency

U.N. MarksWorld AIDS Day Amidst Increasing I nfection Rates 7mins.
Men must changetheir sexud behaviour if theworld isto stop the spread of the AIDSkiller pandemic, the
United Nations haswarned as it launched World AIDS Day. The virus has cut through southern Africa, is
firmly gripping Asa and is threstening to soread among wedlthier nations that are able to buy expensve
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anti-vird drugs. More than 36 million people worldwide are now living with AIDS or the virusthat causes
it, the U.N. says, while 20 million othershavebeen  killed by the disease around the globe. The disease,
which attacksthe body’ simmune system, is passed through direct contact with body fluids, most commonly
during sex, blood transfusions and through drug-users shared needles. Africais the worst hit region but
Asaand Russa are dso facing the prospect of the disease reaching epidemic proportions.

Thisyear's U.N. campaign, caled “Men Make aDifference,” isamed at sending a message to men and
adolescent boysthat multiple sexud partners, sex without acondom and lack of hedth care are recipesfor
dissgter. Often maeinfection leadsto adeadly encounter for women, who are more susceptible biologicaly
to HIV, according to UNAIDS, theworld body’ s coordinating agency in the fight against the deadly virus.

“Men are expected to be physicdly strong, emotiondly robust, daring and virile. Some of these expectations

trandate into ways of thinking and behaving that endanger the hedlth and well-being of men and their sex
partners,” an agency spokesman said while the U.N. Secretary-Generd Kofi Annan has been quoted as
saying “Men can make aparticular difference...by being more caring, by taking fewer risks, and by facing
theissue of AIDS head-on,” A report by the UN released on the eve of World AIDS Day, said the main
hope for achieving that goa rests with stopping the spread of the disease to the next generation through a
strong campaign of sex education and the promotion of condom use.

TheWorld AIDS Day emerged from the call by the World Summit of Ministersof Hedth on Programmes
for AIDS Prevention in January 1988. Each year, it is the only internationa day of coordinated action
againg AIDS.

CFC

African Leaders Restate Their Commitment To TheWar Against AIDS 11mins.
African leaders have reiterated their commitment to fight HIV/AIDS while addressing the last day of the
2nd African Deveopment Forum, which in December. Amidst discussions on the chalenges of HIV/
AIDSto the development of the continent, the leeders emphasized the crucia role of nationd mobilisation,
with the government spearheading the campaign againgt the scourge of the epidemic. Ugandan President
Y oweri Musaveni bdievesthat such acampaign would necessitate “the largest and loudest darm possible
to the dangers of the syndrome.” The plenary’s “Heads of State and Government Forum” at which each
leader delivered a statement, was chaired by OAU Secretary-Generd Salim Ahmed Saim, who stated
that the AIDS pandemic had indeed congtituted a greet leadership challenge as indicated by the theme of
the gathering. Ethiopia, Botswana, Rwanda, Maawi and Chad and Senegd took turnsto express their
country’ s commitment to siop AIDS.

Prime Minister Mees Zenawi of Ethiopia stated that there was no reason why Africacould not succeed in
what he described as awar for the future of the continent. “What is required is the active participation of
al sectors of our population in al aspects of fighting againg the pandemic,” he said. Musaveni, who has
been credited with being the first African leader to have taken abold |leadership role againgt the pandemic,
gated that by sounding thedarm about AIDS at political gatherings, through radio and television broadcasts
and at community gatherings, Uganda has been able to attain 100 percent awareness of the pandemic.

President Mogae of Botswana said an gpped must be made to “our partners’ in the developed world to
convince mgor pharmaceutical companies to make the cost of anti-AlDS drugs affordable to Africans.
The Presdent of Rwanda mentioned the Great Lakes Initiative on AIDS set up in 1999 in which countries
in the region were co-operating and co-ordinating effortsto fight the epidemic. He went on to observe that
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while only 2 percent of Rwandans were infected with the disease after the 1994 genocide, the figures have
increased to 11 percent by 1998. He added that his government was providing anti-AIDS drugs to the
affected at reduced prices. The Vice President of Malawi said increased access to anti-AIDS drugs was
crucid and should be made the agenda of African leaders, reiterated by the petition of the youths attending
the conference. He further stated, “We should mount a campaign for debt cancellation, not debt relief,”
pointing out that sub-Saharan African externad debt presently stands a 227 billion US dollars.

Presdent Y amassoum of Chad told the gathering that the number of AIDS patients in his country, which
only had two reported cases in 1986, had now reached more than 12,000. He said even this figure was
“the tip of the iceberg,” as experts etimate the number of AIDS patients in Chad between 40,000 and
50,000. “We have come to this conference to learn from the experience of othersin the fight againgt the
disease” he stated.

Presdent Niasse of Senegdl called for “concrete and concerted” action against the pandemic. Secretary
Generd of the OAU, Sdim Ahmed Sdim, said that it was important that the message of the gathering
reach the “ African people and our partnersinvolved in this struggle as amatter of urgency.” He urged the
participants to focus their attention on the “consensus declaration to be issued by the gathering and leave
Addis Ababawith atotal commitment to implement it.” Salim said the consensus declaration will be taken
to the specid OAU summit on AIDS and other related issuesto be held in April in Abuja, Nigeria

CFC

Declaring War on AIDS in Africa 8mins. 13secs.
There is a need to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic in a war-like fashion through acceleration of the
response to the disease and the mobilization of al key actors a nationd and internationa levels. It is
essentid to develop atrue partnership with dl stakeholders, especialy communities, familiesandindividuds,
who must be empowered to ded with the HIV/AIDS issues. It is therefore imperative that indtitutions
adopt a complete different gpproach to the HIV/AIDS problem in terms of behavioura and indtitutional
change.

Thesewere some of the conclusionsthat were made at the recently concluded ADF 2000. The conference
tagged “HIV/AIDS: The Greatest L eadership Chalenge’, was organized by the United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa The participants a the forum agreed that the fight againgt HIV/AIDS should
benefit from conventiona war experiences. Communities are very much aware of the way to gpproach the
epidemic and should be given the opportunity to do so. Traditional and non-traditiona approaches should
be adopted to mohilize funds and governments should budget interna resources to fight the epidemic.

Thereisaneed for theinternationa community to adjust their policiesto addressthiswar-like Stuation. An
appeal was made to the World Bank to examine the ethicad and mora implications of loans for AIDS
projectsand saverd speskerscalled for debt cancellation and the conversion of loansto grants. Governments
were urged to establish funding mechaniams to facilitate the transfer of funds to the communities. The
importance of theinternationd partnership againg AIDS at country level was emphasi zed and thefollowing
implementation issues were highlighted: Community participation, information sharing, capacity building of
People Living With AIDS (PLWA), women and communities ensuring sustainability, care and support
including drug accessfor PLWA.

The need to move from rhetoric to action wasreiterated consstently throughout theforum. All stekeholders
were encouraged to intensify their response to the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Considerable progress has been
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made a nationa, and internationd levels since the introduction of the Internationd Partnership Agangt
HIV/AIDS in January 1999. The main achievements a internationd levels include: high leve politica
mobilization. For exampletheissue of AIDSwasraised at the Security Council and the Secretary Genera
launched the partnership in September 1999. There has aso been an increase in resource mobilization
from the stakeholdersat theinternationa level. At nationd levelsthe International Partnership againgt HIV/
AlIDS hasresulted in increased palitica will and commitment, improved strategic plans, decentralization of
the nationd response to digtrict and community levels, and increased resource mohilization including
innovative ways of rasing funds.

CFC

Point of View

Africa’s Thirst for Democracy 13mins.
Thereisasaying among my people in Ghana: one head aloneis not enough to decide. | often think of that
when | hear people say that democracy isdiento Africa, or that Africansare * not ready” for democracy.
In redity, African communities from the village upwards have traditionaly decided their course through
free discussion, carefully weighing different points of view until consensus is reached.

So Africans have much to learn from their own traditions, and something to teach others, about the true
meaning and spirit of democracy. We need to understand that there is much more to democracy than
smply which candidate, or which party, has mgority support. Of course, even that is not dways easy, as
one of theworld’' smost successful democracies has recently shown us. But the US s difficulties should not
cast doubt on the value of democracy itsdf. On the contrary, they remind us how important it is that
elections are held within abroader contest of democratic ingtitutions and culture. Democracy depends on
the rule of law, because without respect for law it is not possible to hold free eections, to conduct them
fairly, or to settle disputes about the electora process.

Y es, democracy implies mgority rule. But that does not mean minorities should be excluded from any say
indecisgons. Minority views should never be silenced. The minority must dwaysbefreeto sateits case, so
that people can hear both sides before deciding who isright. How can people learn about those ideas? At
the level of the village, they may learn directly, by face to face contact. But in today’ s mass societies they
depend above dl on mass media. For an dection to be truly fair, different parties and candidates should
have equa access to the media. Neither state power nor the power of money should determine that one
party gets a hearing while another is denied it. The media must actively seek out the truth on the public’'s
behdf, and be freeto tell it asthey seeit. Often, especidly in times of conflict, that requires journdigts to
take red risks. Many have logt their lives in the quest for truth. We owe them an enormous debt. Even
more, we owe it to ourselves to give them better protection. It is our interests, and our freedom that they
are upholding.

In mature democracies, parties dternate between power and opposition, as opinion shifts, and minorities
become mgorities. But not dl societies are like that. Not al minorities are composed smply of people
whoseviewsareout of fashion. Many are structura minorities- peoplewho in some senseform aseparate
group, defined by race, color, culture or creed. If parties are formed on the basis of such group identities,
awinner-take- dl eection offers minorities no security. A minority in power will not risk losing it, and a
minority without power will have no hope of winning it.

Democracy can only work if al groupsin asociety fed that they belong toiit, and it belongsto them. Often
that means ensuring, one way or other, that minorities are given a permanent share of power. In some
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places, this can be done by decentraisation, so that national minorities can win local power, in regions
where they form the loca mgority. In others it may be done by provisons giving minorities guaranteed
representation a nationd level in the legidature, or the executive or both. What is important is not the
particular device used, but the outcome.

It iseasy to state such principles, but not aways easy to practice them, especidly in acountry that hasjust
emerged from conflict, or one whose people are desperately poor and hungry. People in such conditions
are eadly manipulated by those who useforceto seize power, arguing that congtitutiond rightsare aluxury
which apoor country cannot afford. How often we have heard those arguments! “ Democracy beginswith
bregkfagt”, or “ahungry somach hasno ears’. But over and over again we havelearnt, especidly in Africa
that poor people' s ssomachs are not filled by rulers who refuse to submit themselves to the people's
judgement. We have learnt that democracy begins a breskfast - that power hasto be shared in the home,
between women and men and from there on up the highest levelsof the State, and indeed of theinternationa
sysem.

Oppression is not an dternative to poverty. Nor is development an aternative to freedom. Poverty and
oppression go hand in hand, while true devel opment means freedom from both. My generation of Africans
has learnt, the hard way, that no State can truly be called democratic if it offersits people no escape from
poverty; and that no country can truly develop, so long as its people are excluded from power.

The building of African nations has been one long struggle againgt poverty, ignorance, disease and conflict.
It is hardly surprising that African democracy has known many setbacks. What is gtriking, rather, is the
fierce and ever- growing thirst for democracy that Africans have shown; their indomitable courage in
defying oppressiveregimes, and their success, in so many countries, iningsting on accountable governmen.
My generation saw its dream of independence come true, but our dream of democracy shattered. Thank
God we have lived long enough to see democracy spreading again through Africatoday, and taking root.

UN Secretary General, Kofi A. Annan, Ghana Mail

Noted

Number of Ebola victims reaches 400 4mins. 5secs.
The number of people infected with the deadly Ebola virus reached 400 in December, with 160 of those
victimsdying from the highly contagious disease, ahedth officid said. Two people havedied inthe northern
town of Gulu, while two others died in Masindi, 125 miles northwest of Kampala, said Dr. Alex Opio,
assstant director of the Nationa Disease Control Center. During the same period, Opio said seven new
cases were identified in Gulu, the epicenter of the outbreak. So far the disease has been confined to Gulu,
Masindi and Mbarara districts, he added.

The outbreak has taken a staggering toll on the hedth workersin Gulu. “So far 26 hedth workers have
been affected by thevirus,” Opio said. “Of the 13 of these people who have died in Gulu, they include 11
nurses, one doctor and a clinical officer ... two nurses and one doctor are down with the disease.” The
fever caused by the Ebolavirusistranamitted through body fluids. The disease can cause severe hemorrhagic
fever and is often fatd, but victims aggressvely treated with fluids to fight dehydration stand a better
chances of surviva.

Associated Press
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GirlsMoveto Stop Female Genital Mutilation 2mins. 8secs.
Two teenage Kenyan girls obtained a court injunction restraining their father from forcing them to go for
femae genita mutilation. The court restrained the father, Pius Kandie, a farmer at Simotwo in northern
Kenya's Kelyo didtrict, about 312 miles north west of Nairobi, from taking the girls to a traditiona
circumcison ceremony scheduled for 9 December 2000. Kelyo's Resident magidtrate, Daniel Ochenja,
ordered Kandie and his agents not to circumcise the secondary school girls — Edna Jebet Kandie, 17,
and Beatrice Kandie, 15, until the case is heard and determined. The girls had filed a court gpplication
under certificate through an atorney, Nixon Sifuna, who argued that K andie had not obtained the consent
of the girls to undergo femde genitd mutilation or FGM under the Kelyo cusomary law. Kandie had
threatened to stop paying school feesfor the two if they failed to comply with the traditiond cut.

Panafrican News Agency

Bow You Must : Another Call To Action 5mins,
The struggle for gender equity received yet another boost on the 2" November 2000. It was the public
presentation of “Bow Y ouMugt”, abook on theempowerment of women written by AdaOkere Agbasmalo.
The presentation attracted eminent persondities in the country who shared in the vison of enhancing the
Satus of women.

In “Bow You Must”, Agbasmao converted her field experience as a Program Officer with the John

Hopkins University into amoving and ingpiring story of the biased trestments meted out to women in the
developing world. The book in a subtle way highlights issues of sexud harassment, discrimination,

disnheritance, harmful widowhood practices and 0 on. “Bow You Mugt” is the story of Meriye, a
hardworking mother, wife, leader of the women's League who despite the corrupt society around her

refuses to bow but rather works to make a change. Rather than present apessmigtic view of the Stuation,

the book focuses on creating a change, arevol ution spearheaded by the Women'sLeague. Thisrevolution
gives rise to a new awakening in society: a better life for men, women and children - a society with less
violence, less corruption, ethnic tolerance, transparency, and better values.

In“Bow YouMug”, Agbas mao chalenges society to do more to enhance the status of women conddering
the postive effect this will have on the society. It isacdl to action, a cal to the entire society, a cdl that
provokes the question, Must Y ou Bow?

CFC

Dateline

Call for nominations 4mins. 50secs.
The Globa Hedth Council invites you to submit nominations for The Jonathan Mann Award for Globd
Hedth and Human Rights. Thisisyour opportunity to nominate an unsung hero - anindividua or organiza-
tion - that is out in the field as a leading practitioner in heath and human rights, for the Jonathan Mann
Award. Those working on the grassroots level aswell as those operating at the nationa or inter- nationd
level are digible.

The Award isintended to be asubstantia cash prize, to dlow itsrecipients ameasure of freedom to pursue
their work. Jonathan Mann was akey figure in the 20th Century against globa poverty and illness. Hewas
a crusader againg AIDS and a champion of human rights. He died tragicaly in 1998 in the crash of
Swissar Hight 111. In memory of hislife and work the Association Francols- Xavier Bagnoud, Doctors of
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the World, and the Globa Hedth Council with the Mann family, established the Jonathan Mann Award for
Globa Hedth and Human Rights. The 3rd Annud Jonathan Mann Award will be presented in May 31
during the Globa Health Council’s 28th Annua Conference May 29 - June 1 in Washington, D.C. USA.

CFC

SA to hold 2002 Earth Summit 6mins. 22secs.
The South African Department of Environmenta Affairsand Tourism hasannounced that the United Nations
Generd Assembly on Environment and Sustainable Development (UNCED) had chosen South Africato
hogt the Earth Summit in 2002. In agtatement, Rejoice Mabudafhas, the Deputy Minister of Environmental
Affarsand Tourism, said that South Africawecomed the decision to bring the conference to the African
continent. The summit would be held in Johannesburg. “Bringing the Earth Summit to South Africais a
magor boost for Africa as the mgor conference on sustainable development on our soil will firmly place
these i ssues and debates on the agenda of our continent” said Mabudafhas . In February, President Thabo
Mbeki made aforma offer to the United Nations to host the 10-year Review Summit, popularly referred
to as the Earth Summit 2002. ‘It is sgnificant that it should take place in the developing world” Severd
heads of state will attend the summit that is expected to draw about 40 000 participants. More than 130
Heads of date participated in the summit in 1992 and it is expected that the mgority of the 188 members
of the UN will send delegations to the 2002 conference. More than 15 000 NGOs were represented at
the 1992 mesting.

In related news the UN Secretariat has aso released the following information from the UN Generd
Assembly The Riot+10 event will carry the title “World Summit on Sugtainable Development”  Four
Preparatory committees (Prepcom) have been set up for Rio+10. Thefirgt prepcom is scheduled from 30
April to 2 May 2001 (in New York), followed by prepcoms in 2002. The event and its preparatory
process will include active participation of NGOs and other mgor groups, including multi-stakehol der
didogues. The event will dso open accreditation to new NGOs interested in making a contribution to
Rio+10.

CFC

NGOS Charged With The Task Of Fighting Corruption amins.
The Nigeria Network of Non Governmental Organisations recently organized atwo day conference on
“Issuesin Corruption and Governance: NGOs Agenda for Combating Corruption”. The conference was
well attended with notable Nigerians such as the Nobe laureate Wole Soyinka, the Professor Ransome
Kuti and a cross section of notable Nigerians from the business and academic communities, participating
in the workshop. A communiqué issued & the end of the conference said that corruption is a complex
problem that cannot be defined and adequatdly expressed in a Sngle statement but nonetheless it is a
congtraint to development and cuts across cultures. It was a so noted that poverty reinforces corruption. In
view of this, the conference recommended that workers should be paid a living wage as a when due,
elected officid s should be accountableto their congtituencies, who in turn should be educated in democratic
principles and processes. The 30-point communiqué however NGOs to champion the fight againgt
corruption, advocate for the rule of law and an independent Judiciary and that NGOs must be equaly
accountable.

The conference which was sponsored by the Democracy and Good Governance Program of the Embassy
of the United States of America, ended on ahopeful with each participating NGOs promising to takethese
resolutions back to their condtituencies.

CFC
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Numbers

Breaking the Silence Around Violence Against Women 3mins. 10secs.
On November 25, 2000 people from dl over the world joined internationa celebrities such as Annie
Lennox, Dawn French, Aindey Harriott and Gaby Rodin to publicise White Ribbon Day 2000 to protest
againg violence againg women. The following statistics were broadcast:

Onein four women experience domestic violence at some time during their lives
British Medical Association 1998

Globdly, men's violence causes more death and disability amongst women under 44, than cancer,
maariaor war
World Bank Discussion Paper 255

The police in the UK receive 1300 cdls from victims of violence in the home every day: 81% of these
are from women attacked by men
Violence Research Programme, University of London, 2000

The campaign againg violence againgt women can certainly borrow aleaf from the UN AIDS
campaign. Hereis one problem in which the MEN can MAKE THE DIFFERENCE!
CFC

Children’s Section

What's So Funny, Ketu? A Neur Tale 21mins.
In Africa, near the Mountains of the Moon, there once lived aman name Ketu. Hewas ahagppy man. A big
laugh lived indgde him. But it was this that got him into trouble. It happened like this...

One day Ketu heard his dog ydping, kao, kao, kao, behind the hut. He investigated and found the dog
worrying a harmlesslittle snake. Ketu scolded the dog and sent him dinking off. Thelittle snakeraised its
head and said, “ Thank you, man. Y ou arekind. I’'m going to give you agift.” Ketu laughed, tu-e, tu-e, tu-
el “What can asmdl creeture like yoursdf give to me?’ he asked. “A magic gift,” sad the snake. “From
now on, you will hear animas think. But you must not tell anyone, or you will diel” Ketu was not sure he
wanted such a gift. He tried to protest. But the little snake had vanished!

That night Ketu'swife, Nyaoti, put their baby into her basket bed. She tucked a pacifier, made from the
neck of atiny gourd, into the baby’s mouth. And she patted her to deep. Then Ketu fasted the door. And
he and Nyaoti lay down on their low beds dong the wals of the hut. Soon they heard a mosquito going
zeee around the door. And Ketu heard it say to itsdf, “ | know they’re in there! Fat, juicy people! Buit |
can't find abig enough crack!” Ketu laughed so hard, he rolled off hisbed — GU-MAPP! Nyaloti cried,
what’'s so funny, Ketu?’ “Nothing!” said Ketu as he climbed back into bed. He could not tell her.

Soon arét tried the door. It could not get in ether. But it found ahole under the roof and cameinthere. Ta,
ta, ta, went the little feet of the rat, back and forth across the floor. Then Ketu heard it say to itsdf, “ |
wonder where that so-so woman keeps her butter!” Ketu exploded with laughter, kye, kye, kye! He
laughed s0 heard he scared the rat. And it leaped up onto Nyaoti’s bed — TWUM - in the middle of
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Nydoti! “ A-a-a-al” she screamed. “Get that rat off me!” The rat legped to the wall and scurried out
through the hole.

Nyadoti sat up in bed. She said, “Ketu, | think your big laugh made that rat jump on me! What were you
laughing about?” “Nothing!” said Ketu.

The next morning K etu fetched the cow from the shed and tied her to atree so that Nyaoti could milk her.
Soon he saw hiswife coming with her big calabash bowl. The cow saw her too, and Ketu heard her say to
hersdf “here she comes to ed my milk! Thistime | just won't give any milk. And my caf will drink it
afterward!” Ketu laughed, ge-e, ge-e, ge-€! he laughed so hard, he scared the cow, who ran.

Nyaloti set the bowl down so she could scold her hushand with both hands. She said “What's so funny,
Ketu? Now you' ve frightened the cow with that Slly laugh! Were you laughing & me?” “No” said Ketu as
he walked away. “it was nothing.” The cow did not give any milk. Nyaloti didn’t get adrop in her bowl.
But the caf drank from her mother until her belly wasround and fat. It was asif she knew the saying, Lest
good food wadtes, let the belly bust. That evening a milking time the cow il could not give milk. Nyaoti
cdled Ketu. “Look,” shesaid, “no milk again. Our baby isill for want of it. That caf iskilling our daughter!”

The cow swung her big head around and looked at Nyaoti. And Ketu heard her say to hersdf, “What!
My daughter is killing her daughter!” Ketu tried to hold back the laughter. But it burst out between his
fingers, gug, gug, gug! The cow was 0 Sartled, she kicked and sent the milk bowl ralling, in the dirt.
“Now seewhat you did!” cried Nyaloti. “ Y ou and that stupid laugh. I’'m going to tell the chief.” Nyaloti told
the chief. The chief cdled Ketu and dl his wise men to the Tree of Judtice in the middle of the village.
Nydoti came too, with the baby in a basket on her head. And many other people came, just to hear the

paaver.

“Ketu,” sad the chief, “your wife tells me you laugh when there is nothing to laugh about. Is that true?’
“Oh, Chief,” said Ketu, “I never laugh without a reason. But | can't tell the reason. If | tdl, | will die!”
“Nonsensel” exclamed the chief. “ Taking never killed anyonel” Nyaoti said, “helaughsa me, Chief. I'm
the only one around.” “No,” said Ketu. “it isn't that!”

If you don't laugh a your wife, what do you laugh about?’ demanded the chief. Someone shouted, “tell us,
Ketu. Wewant to laugh too!” The chief said, “Ketu, if youwill not tell, your wifewill haveto take the baby
and go back to live with her father.” Ketu's head drooped. He dug his toe into the sand at his feet.. He
didn’'t know what to do. Just then his baby began to cry, ke-yaa, ke-yaa, ke-yaa! Ketu watched as
Nyaoti lowered the basket and lifted out their beautiful baby. The pacifier he had made dangled from the
baby’s fat little wrist. Suddenly Ketu knew that no matter what happened, he could not let his wife and
baby go. So he told about the little snake, the magic gift, and the funny thoughts of the animals.

Then KWAM! Hefdl over dead! “Look!” cried the oldest wise man. “We made him do what he should
not have done. And he has had to pay with hislifel” Nyaoti and many of the women began to wail, wolu,
wolu, wolu! The chief shook his head sadly.

Presently the little snake appeared. It put its shiny head on Ketu' s head. Ketu opened his eyes. He turned
his head in time to see the little sneke wriggle off into the weeds. And he heard it say to itsdlf, “ Snoopy!
That'swhat they are! They can't let aman keep a secret!” Ketu laughed, kye, kye, kye! Herolled on the
ground with laughter. The oldest wise man bent over him and asked “What's so funny, Ketu?’ The chief
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cried, “Don’'t ask himthat!” And Nyaoti said, “Laugh dl you want, Ketu. I’ [l never make paaver about it
again!”

Then dl the people began to laugh. They laughed so hard, they scared the baby. And above the sounds of
the laughter was heard the crying of the baby KE-YAA, KE-YAA, KE-YAA!

Retold by Verna Aardema

Parting Shots

Some memorable quotes from the recently concluded ADF 2000:

In this age of information technology, let www be our driving force. If we are
committed and dedicated, WMV, we will win!
Kenneth Kaunda, Former president of Zambia, encouraging Africansin their fight againgt AIDS

Loans would have been acceptable without AIDS but they are not acceptable in a World

with AIDS
Micheel Kédly, A Participant a the ADF 2000, commenting on debt relief for African countries

The Youth are angry about poverty, debt, corruption and social injustice.
Genevieve - Globd Y outh Connection, one of the members of the Y outh Forum at the ADF 2000

And abit of ancient African wisdom...

Those who refuse to drink from the well of knowledge will die of thirst in the desert of ignorance
Guinea

If you listen to the voice of thunder you will not be soaked by the rain
Ghana

The only thing to do with good adviseisto passit on
Uganda

More African Proverbs

Communicating for Change will like to wish all readers of Change Radio the very best this
season hasto offer. Happy New Y ear!
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